BLACKFRIARS SE1
IN THE 1970S
COMMUNITY ACTION IN A LONDON NEIGHBOURHOOD
The 1970s and
80s was an
extraordinary period
of community
action in Blackfriars,
Waterloo and North
Southwark along
London’s South
Bank. With so many
SE1 stories to be
told, this exhibition
focuses on the
Blackfriars Road
area. It receives
funding through
Southwark Council’s
Blackfriars Stories
initiative.

Launch of the tenants’ association at the Peabody Blackfriars Road estate was a typically lively affair.
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The Fight
For Fair
Conditions

Community workers and
volunteers worked alongside
community leaders and local
residents campaigning for
better housing and social
conditions. The area housed
many people in overcrowded and
inadequate accommodation. A
lack of open space, community
facilities, essential shops and

poor school buildings added to
the general feeling of neglect.
With the docks moved downstream
and many long established
local industries closed,
large amounts of land became
available, opening up a fierce
debate over what should replace
these former uses.

It was a period of huge empowerment for local residents.
LOCAL
Campaigns, protests and direct action were the tools to force
authorities and developers to recognise the communities’
EMPOWERMENT local
needs. Estate tenants formed associations to negotiate with their
landlords and community groups flourished. There were great
FOR RADICAL
successes like at Coin Street with new housing, Colombo Street
Sports & Community Centre and the saving of important facilities
CHANGE
such as chemists, post offices and launderettes.
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The Fight
Goes On
Not everything went well of
course, office development did
go ahead on some sites. SE1
in those years faced social
conditions and pressures
for redevelopment in which
communities initially felt
powerless. Many of the same
pressures are re-emerging now and there is the same need for
community action.
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COMMUNITY
VOICE

Much of the
community action
was recorded
by intrepid
photographers and
published in the
community’s own
newspaper.

For more
information
about the
amazing spirit
of community
action in SE1
please go to
se1stories.uk

This exhibition draws on
several private and public
collections of photographs
and artefacts, particularly
those held by local council
historical archives, members
of the Blackfriars Photography
Project, SE1 Community
Newspaper photographers and
the participants of many other
local organisations.

Your thoughts on
the exhibition, any
memories prompted
by it, notes on other
local photographs
of the 1970s and
1980s etc. would be
greatly welcomed
via the website or the
comments book.
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