SE1
NEWSPAPER
THE LOCAL NEWS THAT OTHER PAPERS DID NOT PRINT

THE ORIGINS
Blackfriars Community Action
Team started SE1 Newspaper in
July 1975 with North Southwark
Community Development Group and
many other local residents.

They aimed to give
news about the
neighbourhood that
other papers did not
print and encourage
readers to get involved
in improving housing
conditions and
protecting jobs and
services.

The newspaper’s base in Meymott Street off Blackfriars Road where the paper was produced each month. The site is now an office block.
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How was the
paper printed?
With Much
Effort!
Articles were typed out in
columns (old-fashioned device,
the typewriter); then fitted
and glued (Cow Gum!) onto fullsize layout sheets (and where
possible with a photograph) as
in the picture here. Headlines
were made with Letraset,
by rubbing letters from
transparent backing sheets onto
paper then glued to the page.

SE1 Newspaper Archive

Southwark Archives holds a
nearly complete set of the
newspaper. You can also see it
online via this QR Code:

archive.org/details/se1-community-newspaper

SE1 Community Website

Partly inspired by the example
of SE1 Community Newspaper,
London SE1 community website
started up in 1998 and
continues to be a unique source
of local news and information
for the SE1 area.

london-se1.co.uk
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WHERE TO
GET YOUR SE1

Stricklands was selected SE1 Newsagent of the month in
June 1980.
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JACKY & BARRY
Newsagents
generously gave free
space to the paper
in support of their
community.

The paper was published monthly
until March 1981 when there
were not enough people to
produce and distribute it. But
local residents got together
again to revive the paper and
in December 1981 it reappeared.
In 1984 new funding made the
paper free and it continued
until February 1991.
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Jacky and Barry ran Stricklands
newsagents. It was established
more than 100 years ago,
originally in Blackfriars Road
and moved to The Cut in about
1960.

Designed by Kevin Waldron

A typical print run was 1500 copies. Papers went to newsagents,
pubs, cafes and local organisations like tenants’ groups and
pensioners’ groups. Some people had their own distribution
rounds in their neighbourhood.

