BLACKFRIARS
SETTLEMENT
ACTIVISM AND COMMUNITY, MEETING THE CHANGING
NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE SINCE THE LATE 1800s
A ‘Settlement’ was - and is - an enduring, multipurpose centre based in a community, and
responsive to its changing needs and demands.
In the early days ‘Settlements’ grew in the poor neighbourhoods
of Britain and spearheaded the birth of the ‘welfare state’ after
the 2nd World War.

Blackfriars Settlement, 1976, based at 44 Nelson Square from 1887 until 2013.
Photo by Paul Carter / Blackfriars Photography Project

A NEW EMPHASIS
During the 70s and 80s long
standing welfare services for
individuals in need continued.
But activities were expanded
to include politically-driven
community development and
social activism.

Children receiving sun lamp treatment for TB in the 1920s.
Photo by Bedford Lemere & Co, courtesy Blackfriars Settlement

At this time Blackfriars
Settlement was a hub of
community action based in
Nelson Square.

“We are good for despair
and isolation. We are not
so hot for frustration and
indignation” – Jim Radford
January 1973
Led by Jim Radford, an activist for social change, the Settlement
adopted new more assertive tactics to deal with long-standing
disadvantage and address social needs and concerns. Sadly Jim
died of Covid in December 2020 aged 92.

The Settlement attracted many politically
motivated volunteers to its radical new direction.

Jim Radford
Photo by Maggie Baxter

Innovative projects were created, such as the Blackfriars
Photography Project, BIAS (a rights advice and advocacy project),
an adult literacy programme and the Blackfriars Community Action
Team (CAT), featured elsewhere in this exhibition.

The 1973 annual report set out the new thinking about the
role of the Settlement.
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YOUTH AND
COMMUNITY
WORK
New ways of working with young
people were found; holiday
play schemes and Adventure
Playgrounds developed with
local residents.

BIAS’s strong and adversarial
approach stressed human and
legal rights, and campaigned
with users on many issues
especially shortcomings with
housing and benefits systems.

Giving advice in the BIAS room.
Photo courtesy of the Blackfriars Settement

Blackfriars
Today

Nelson Square adventure playground, 1973.
Photo by Paul Carter / Blackfriars Photography Project

The Settlement moved
round the corner to
Rushworth Street in
2013. The Settlement
remains committed to
serving local people,
and its diverse local
communities, creating
opportunities for people
in the area and working
to make life better for all.
An art project created by members of the Settlement’s Mental Health & Wellbeing service.
Photo courtesy of MHWB, Blackfriars Settlement

