
PHOTOGRAPHY 
PROJECT

Chemist campaign success. Cutting from SE1 newspaper No 27 
Dec/Jan 1977, courtesy of Southwark archives.
Photo by Paul Carter / Blackfriars Photography Project

A mobile photo exhibition on Peabody Blackfriars estate, 
1973.
Photo by Paul Carter / Blackfriars Photography Project

Housing conditions in Munton Road, 1973.
Photo by Paul Carter / Blackfriars Photography Project

Housing conditions in Munton Road, 1973.
Photo by Paul Carter / Blackfriars Photography Project

PH OTOGRAPHY FOR SOCIAL 
CH ANGE

Camerawork magazine, No.2 April / May 1976, courtesy of Four Corners Archive.
Photos by Robbie Clark, Christopher Blackman, Danny Hayes, Teresa Shone

The BPP supported many local 
organisations and campaigns. 
SE1 Community Newspaper 
photographers used its 
darkroom, and drew on its 
growing image archive. Portable 
exhibitions informed residents 
about redevelopment plans. 

Photos were evidence in efforts 
to rehouse tenants. Slide-
shows with recorded sound 
tracks put the residents’ 
point of view during the Coin 
Street campaign. Other work 
centred around racism, sexism, 
healthcare, drugs, green space, 
play space, festivals, schools, 
employment and more.

‘Doing Photography’ 
was first shown locally 
at the Waterloo Action 
Centre and then opened 
at the Half Moon Gallery 
before touring the country. 
Camerawork magazine and 
other publications featured 
their pictures.

Hundreds of photographers 
young and old were trained 
at regular BPP workshops. 
Some of their prints 
have found their way to 
Southwark and Lambeth 
archives, but most are 
hidden away somewhere.  

Do you remember ‘doing 
photography’ with the 
Blackfriars Photography 
Project?

Contact us via 
the SE1 Stories 
website.

Young 
Photographer 
Groups

se1stories.uk/blackfriars-se1/your-thoughts

Young people 8 to 18 learned to 
develop and print their films 
in the Settlement dark room. 
These informal sessions, run by 
volunteers recruited through 
‘Time Out’ magazine, grew into 
regular fixtures four nights a 
week.

In 1976 young photographers 
created a touring exhibition 
‘Doing Photography’.  In 
1978 they contributed to the 
‘Using Photography’ exhibition 
featuring work by both young 
and adult users of the BPP 
community darkroom.

The photos form 
an important 
personal and 
social record 
of their lives 
and the 
neighbourhoods 
they lived in.

“PHOTOGRAPHY CAN MAKE YOU CARE HOW THE WORLD IS RUN”

The project grew out of an idea 
by a local photographer in 
collaboration with Blackfriars 
Settlement for a one year 
experiment “to investigate 
the uses of photography in 
community development”. In 

These are the words of a 15 year old who had been taught 
to use a camera at the Blackfriars Photography Project 
(BPP).

the early 1970s many young 
artists set up similar 
projects. They wanted to make 
art collaboratively, with and 
for communities, in ways that 
reflected local needs and 
culture.

Young photographers testing new cameras on the streets of SE1, August 1976
Photo by Paul Carter / Blackfriars Photography Project


