NSCDG
RESIDENT LED PLANNING
The North Southwark
Community Development
Group (NSCDG) formed in
1972 to give a voice to local
people campaigning for
improved social conditions
in the Borough and
Bermondsey.
In 1974 it set up a Community
Planning Centre funded by
an Urban Aid Grant. The key
obstacle for community-led
regeneration was the cost of
the land on the South Bank.

Ted Bowman (left), and staff, Bob Colenutt (centre) and
George Nicholson. Ted was born and bred in the area and
was chair of the NSCDG for 20 years where his natural
skills helped attract local people to the cause.
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Lil Patrick (centre), vice-chair of NSCDG, pictured in the 20th anniversary booklet in 1992. It shows the wide membership of NSCDG which was wound up in 1994.
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Battle
for the
Waterfront
When Hay’s Wharf was
redeveloped, residents from
Tooley Street and Bethel Estate
protested at the massive office
plans for the riverfront. A
public inquiry was held which
polarised residents against
the developers and council
planners.

The community lost, Bethel
Estate was demolished and
a wall of offices and luxury
flats took over.

Redcross Way Buildings was one of several large slum tenements. Mick MacNamee, Chairman of Redcross Way Buildings
Tenants Association, stands on site during demolition in 1973. Eventually The Cathedral School of St Saviour and St
Mary Overy was built there.
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MORE FAMILY HOUSING!
North Southwark neighbourhoods
were withering away as the
population aged and tenement
housing was demolished. No new
housing was being built to
replace it because land was so
expensive. Young people had to
move out of the area to find a

home when they married. Schools
were outdated and their rolls
were falling. The area lacked
community centres and open
spaces. NSCDG made it clear
that redevelopment plans for
the vast areas of derelict land
should include family housing.

Hay’s Wharf before redevelopment.
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ALTERNATIVE PLANS
Choices made by
developers and council
planners about land
use were very different
from ideas held by local
residents.

Alternative proposals were needed to resist the ‘big money’
development schemes promoted by Southwark Council’s ‘Thameside
Strategy Plan’ at Hay’s Wharf and Bankside.
NSCDG, after door-to-door consultation, published a ‘Residents’
Plan for Bankside’ which identified sites which should be
developed for council housing and community facilities. The
Greater London Council (GLC) changed its policy emphasis in 1975,
supporting NSCDG’s call for more council homes on the South Bank.

Community Planning Centre reports and Southwark’s Thameside Strategy Plan which was the focus of much of the Centre’s work.
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Consultation leaflet for the Residents’ Plan.
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Funding from the
council for the
Planning Centre
was withdrawn in
1978 but NSCDG
continued for
another 16 years.
Several members
of the Group
became councillors,
representing
residents’ needs
inside local councils
and in the Labour
Party nationally.

