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Blackfriars SE1 in the 1970s
Community action in a London neighbourhood
This exhibition celebrating a local community’s fight for survival is now at Peckham
Library (122 Peckham Hill Street, London SE15 5JR) until 12 May.
People living in North Southwark and Waterloo campaigned to be heard in the face of
declining population and predatory office development. They wanted to rejuvenate their
community with more housing and stop the rundown of shops, schools, libraries,
chemists and other essential facilities.
The exhibition celebrates some remarkable community leaders such as Ernie Hearn
from Peabody Duchy Street Estate and Ted Bowman who led the North Southwark
Community Development Group.
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Visitors have praised the way the exhibition brings back to life the extraordinary times.
“Great to see the power of people acting to change things. Long may it continue”.
An essential tool in the campaigning was SE1 Newspaper. Produced monthly for over 15
years by volunteers, its idiosyncratic layout sets the design theme of the exhibition.
The exhibition will move to Canada Water library on 14 May until 2 June. Further venues
in 2022 will include Southwark Cathedral, Blackfriars Settlement and St John’s church
Waterloo.

Note to editors
The exhibition is presented by “SE1 Stories”, an umbrella group of people who were
active in the campaigns in the 1970s and 80s. The group came together in 2019 when
thousands of photographs were discovered in the archives of Southwark and Lambeth
councils. Many were taken by members of the group for SE1 Newspaper, a monthly
paper produced by and for the local community. Many more come from the innovative
Blackfriars Photography Project that gave people the equipment and skills to be
photographers.
The exhibition focuses on the area around Blackfriars Road as part of Southwark
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Council’s Blackfriars Stories initiative. SE1 Stories plans to present more exhibitions to
highlight the rich stories of community action in Waterloo, North Southwark and
Bermondsey.
Contact: se1stories@gmail.com
More photographs and images from the exhibition are available. Updates on further
venues and opening times will be on the website se1stories.uk.

SE1 Stories acknowledges the support and assistance of the following without whom
this exhibition would not have been possible:
Southwark Council’s Blackfriars Stories initiative (main funding)
Jack Carter Architects (exhibition design)
Unit 22 Modelmakers (exhibition stands)
Blackfriars Settlement
Southwark Archives
Lambeth Archives
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